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have COVID-19. I think I’m going to die,” a hoarse voice 
whispered on the other end of the phone. My friend was 
surprised by the phone call from her sister-in-law, who 
was working in the Middle East and with whom she had 
not talked  in over three years. “There is no hope for me. 

Please take care of my son back home,” her sister-in-law pleaded. 

My friend reacted with shock and said, “No, you must hang on. 
You must have hope in God. Let me pray for you.” She started to 
pray that God would be with the sick woman and give her peace. 
The sister-in-law, a nominal Christian, later said that at that point, 
she felt a peace come over her that she had never experienced before. 

My friend continued to pray that if God willed, he would heal 
her. They hung up in tears. A few days later, she received another call, 
and an elated voice announced, “The doctors are going to discharge 
me. I’m cured!” This time, they hung up in tears of joy, with the other 
woman saying that she was going  to church to testify of God.

Hope entails faith in God: it is keeping our eyes on the person of 
God, despite all the hopelessness we see around us. I am not saying 
that we will get whatever we want, such as health and wealth. After 
all, many people, even faithful Christians, have not survived the 
pandemic or have lost their jobs. Nonetheless, we have hope that 
God is with us and that he gives us life—whether here on earth or 
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Using Technology in 
Theological Education

ne of the many disruptions that the 
coronavirus pandemic has brought in 
its wake for theological institutions in 
Singapore is the sudden need to radically 
reorganise college life. Changes have been 

and are still being made in the way courses are delivered 
and worship services are conducted. 
Such changes will need to be done 
without compromising the quality 
and goals of theological education.

After more than a year of 
organisational and pedagogical 
changes to meet the challenges of 
our time, it seems clear that the use 
of technology is a key and pressing 
issue for institutions of learning. 
Heavy dependence on technology 
will continue to be the new normal in 
education. 

Some educators have welcomed 
this new normal with open arms. 
They see the tremendous benefits that 
educational technologies can bring 
to the lives of learning communities. 
Not only does technology allow for 
considerable customisation of content delivery, it also 
grants greater access to repositories of knowledge and 
the internationalisation of the student and teaching 
body. Using technology in education may also prove to 
be more cost-effective in the long term.

However, others are less sanguine. For them, 
technology should never be seen as a mere tool. 
Technology shapes us in profound ways. It influences 
the way in which we perform certain tasks, changes our 
vision of reality, and impacts the way we relate with one 
another. 

Philosopher Donald Verene describes the belief that 
‘anything that can be accomplished in the traditional 
classroom can be done electronically’ as a ‘technological 
bluff ’. For him, the online lecture can never replicate 
or replace face-to-face encounters between the lecturer 
and his or her students.

Rev Dr Edwin Tay

Mary Hess argues that in a typical classroom, many 
teachers can ‘read’ the body language of their students. 
In contrast, ‘in an online classroom — most of which are 
still asynchronous and text-based — teachers often feel 
blinded by lack of access to nonverbal gestural language’.

Matthew Ogilive cautions that while the use of 
technology in online education has 
its obvious benefits, ‘it is not the 
case that all uses of technology are 
pedagogically beneficial’. In fact, he 
cautions that ‘inappropriate use of 
technology may actually hinder the 
education process’. 

The question that confronts many 
seminaries, including TTC, is not 
whether technology should be used or 
rejected altogether, but the nature of 
its role in theological education. 

Answering this question will 
require a clear understanding of the 
purpose of theological education and 
the theological educator’s role. It will 
also require an understanding of the 
nature of educational technologies 

and their potential to either enhance or distort that 
purpose.

In the ‘Principal’s Welcome’ that can be found on the 
TTC website, I wrote:

TTC sees the development of the spiritual life as 
essential to theological education. Our weekly rhythm 
of classes, family groups and community meals, centres 
around the worship of God through chapel, prayer and 
special services.

For TTC, theological education is spiritual and 
ministerial formation set within a worshipping 
community. As such, our use of technology aims to 
enhance the ministry of the College and enrich our life 
together as a community of men and women called to 
serve God and his people. v

in eternity.  

The Hebrew word for “hope” is tiqvah, occurring 
36 times in the Old Testament. Paradoxically, it 
occurs most frequently (13 times) in the book of 
Job. In a book of undeserved agony, where Job lost 
all his possessions and all his seven sons and three 
daughters, there is an intense discussion 
about hope as Job kept demanding an 
explanation from God.

One oft-cited verse about hope, 
especially in the context of congratulating 
a fresh graduate, is Jer 29:11, “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future” (NIV). 

Ironically, this is a promise written to 
Jews who were taken captives into exile 
in faraway Babylon. They had to wait for 
70 years under foreign rule before God 
would deliver them. Their new normal 
was to make a home in a strange land, even as our 
new normal is to adjust to the pandemic. What kept 
them, and what would keep us, hoping? 

A more literal translation of Jer 29:11 points us 
in the right direction. “For I myself, I know the plans 
that I myself am planning for you,” says the LORD, 
“plans for welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future and a hope (tiqvah).”

The emphasis is on “I myself ”, that is, the LORD: 
the one who exiled them because of their sins; the one 
who is sovereign over all nations—whether Assyria 
in the past, Babylon in the present, or Persia in the 
future. 

The same focus on God, whether in the face of 
human threats or failures, is repeated in the New 
Testament. The Greek word for “hope” is elpis, which 
occurs 53 times in the New Testament, with the most 
frequent occurrence (13 times) in Romans. It appears 
in Rom 4:18 in an interesting phrase: “par’ elpida ep’ 
elpidi”, which is literally “against hope upon hope”. 

The context is about Abraham, who hoped in 
God’s promise that he would be the father of nations, 
even though he was already 100 years old, and his wife, 
Sarah, was barren. This was “against hope” because all 
human factors pointed to failure. Still, he hoped—not 
in himself nor in what he could see but in God’s word 
and promise. The promise began in Gen 12–15 when 
God called him out into an unknown land, protected 
him from Pharaoh, multiplied his possession, gave 
him victory over four kings, and then showed him 

the uncountable stars in the sky. 

However, we have an even greater basis for hope, 
pointed out in Rom 4:25-26. We have Jesus raised 
from the dead, who was handed over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification. Our 
hope is grounded on Good Friday and Easter. 

In 1666, the British village of 
Eyam was infected by the bubonic 
plague. Under the leadership of its 
newly appointed pastor, William 
Mompesson, the town made the heroic 
decision to quarantine themselves to 
protect  the neighbouring villages.    
260 people died (about 75% of the 
population), including the pastor’s 
wife. The present-day pastor said in an 
interview, “There was definitely that 
hope of heaven that kept them going.” 

The hope that keeps us going 
against hope is the hope of heaven 
based on the cross and empty tomb of 

Christ. It keeps us going in the face of death and fear 
in any situation. I share below a lament psalm penned 
by one of our first-year students expressing hope in 
God for a child gone astray. 

How long, O Lord, before you bring him home? 
 How long before you bring him to his          
       senses?
Have mercy for you are the righteous king, 
 Evil men surround him with ruthless hearts. 
Forgive me for all the times I have lost hope,
 Forgive him as he shuns your arms and               
       spurns your face. 
Silence those who whisper lies into his heart. 
 Destroy the fools who feed his pride. 
Even though my journal is soaked in tears, 
 I will hold on to your unfailing love.  
Even though the future seems bleak,
 I put my hope in you, my Lord and Savior. 
Because you are my help, 
 I will rest in the shadow of your wings. 
Because you are the merciful king, 
 To you, I will always sing. v

OHope entails faith 
in God: it is keeping 

our eyes on the 
person of God, 
despite all the 

hopelessness we 
see around us. 

A WORD FROM THE PRINCIPAL

The question that 
confronts many 

seminaries, including 
TTC, is not whether 
technology should 
be used or rejected 
altogether, but the 
nature of its role in 

theological education. 

Rev Dr Maggie Low
Lecturer in Old Testament
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By Rev Bernard Chao

t seems unreal that we have now endured the 
COVID-19 pandemic for over a year. Facets 
of what we have read in history books, medical 
journals, or even watched in dystopian 

movies, had become our world-changing reality. 
Borders were closed and cities locked down. Global 
commerce, logistic supply chains, and 
tourism came to an unbelievable halt. 
Students and workers abroad found 
themselves separated indefinitely 
from their families. Business projects, 
studies, social events, and personal 
plans were suddenly disrupted. 

The world, our world, came to a 
standstill, literally. And it is not over, 
yet. 

Our patterns of life, social norms, 
corporate practices, and everyday 
habits have been interrupted, reshaped, or even 
displaced. We have to remember to put on masks 
before leaving our homes. We can no longer shake 
hands or hug when we meet. We work from home 
and jostle for space and quiet in households of 
competing demands. We stare at screens now even 
more video conferencing with others. We cannot 
have large boisterous gatherings over food. 

Disruption is uncomfortable and unwelcome. 

These seismic disruptions have forced change 
upon churches in Singapore too. As the pandemic 
became more apparent, the seriousness of the threat 
to life more acute, and the circuit breaker was 

I introduced in Singapore, our churches could no 
longer meet and function as before.  

There was a frenetic scramble to go digital. 

Churches who never had, or even resisted, digital 
expressions of worship services rushed to provide 

online services. Churches with 
existing digital footprints ramped 
up their offerings online. How 
can we retain both the sacred and 
community in our worship services, if 
we could still call them that? Should 
we receive the offering via electronic 
banking modes that many of us have 
resisted so far? Can we offer holy 
communion remotely and separately?  

The technical challenges we faced 
were equally matched by profound 

theological questions. 

The loss of physical meetings was a disorienting 
new reality. We had to make emotional, theological, 
and physical adjustments to somehow be the church 
over the internet. We had to learn new skills, 
vocabulary, and patterns of ministry to adjust to a 
technologically mediated spirituality and ministry. 
We were not ready and have yet to come to terms 
fully with all these upheavals. And yet, new patterns 
of behaviour, practices, and norms are being formed 
in the midst of seemingly temporary measures.  

Christians have discovered the ease of online 
access to other churches’ services and programmes. 

through the way we live. Change is our normal.

Isa 43:16-21 reminds us that God is active in the 
midst of our challenges. Even as humanity struggles 
with disruption, fear, suffering, and death, God is 
still “doing a new thing” and “making a way”. God 
uses the very threats and fearful noises of our times 
for God’s plans and blessings. This means that, in 
the midst of disruption, we need to pay attention, 
now more than ever, to what God is doing. This way, 
we can respond faithfully and join God’s redemptive 
and restorative mission in whatever new and 
innovative ways our God is creating in our present.  

We need to innovate by paying attention to God. 

To discern and join God’s innovative plans, we 
need to engage, as Dwight Zscheile suggests, in The 
Agile Church, in “deep listening” to God, tradition, 
and our neighbours, so that we can translate our faith 
and witness into the new vocabulary and context of 
the new normal that the world and our society is 
surely emerging into. This means resisting our very 
human yearning for a return to past patterns of 

practices as churches, our old normal. 
Because our context has now changed. 

We do not yet fully understand 
how society and people have changed. 
Yet, changed it has. We must not 
ignore the change, nor pretend it 
has not happened, and try to do 
things as before. Something deep and 
fundamental has shifted. We will need 
much courage and faith to understand 
the new normal and discern how God 
is leading us for he is still “doing a 

new thing”.  

Jesus taught that new wine requires new wineskins 
(Mark 2:22). What will our churches look like after 
the pandemic? I hope we look different because 
we have had the courage to comprehend what has 
changed. I hope we will have listened deeply to God 
and one another. I hope we have reimagined living, 
worshipping, and ministering in many new and life-
giving ways and thus reflect more fully the fullness 
of Christ .  v

What Will Our Churches Look
Like After the Pandemic?

For the Christian, 
disruption and 

change is our normal.

Rev Bernard Chao
Lecturer in Practical Theology

We need to innovate 
by paying attention 

to God.

Pastors and church leaders are worried that 
members may not want to return to physical church 
meetings. Our preoccupation with Sunday services 
and/or large gatherings of people as our primary 
mode of worship and ministry leaves us struggling 
to reimagine church via other and much smaller or 
distributed modes. For churches used to “thinking 
big”, we have been forced to “think small” in how we 
minister to one another.   

What is the “new normal”? 

In the midst of responding to these 
multi-faceted disruptions, Christians, 
church leaders, and pastors are 
optimistically echoing the desire in 
our broader society of leaning into 
the “new normal”. However, I wonder 
if we truly possess an appetite for 
innovation as churches. Perhaps what 
we really mean is that we cannot wait 
for the normal of the past to return 
anew.   

Whether you are a Christian or not, change is 
always uncomfortable. Most of us resist change. Few 
welcome the disruptions that change always brings.  

For the Christian, disruption and change is our 
normal. 

The Bible speaks of God as always creating and 
“doing a new thing” (Isa 43:19); of a Saviour who 
invites his followers to embrace change with child-
like trust (Matt 18:3); and of welcoming divine 
transformation so that the church would reflect 
more and more the fullness of Christ (2 Cor 3:18; 
Eph 1:23). 

Change should not be unfamiliar to Christians. 
Disruption is both our history and identity. We 
experienced disruption when Jesus entered our lives 
and changed us from inside out. As believers, we are 
called to transform our world as “salt” and “light”. 
We are called to be counter-cultural in the world 

WORD ON WORLD
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Outstanding Women in Early Christianity - Part 1

By Dr Tan Kim Huat

he Minister for Social and Family 
Development in Singapore has declared 
2021 as the Year of Celebrating SG Women, 

with emphasis on the progress and potential of 
women in Singapore. Coinciding with this initiative, 
I hope to write a series of articles celebrating 
outstanding women in early Christianity. Since their 
society offered less scope for women’s contribution, 
compared to what is now possible, 
their achievements are therefore even 
more notable.

In Rom 16:7 (NIV ) Paul writes: 
‘Greet Andronicus and Junia, my 
fellow Jews who have been in prison 
with me. They are outstanding among 
the apostles, and they were in Christ 
before I was.’ The somewhat incidental 
remark, found in the greetings section 
of the letter, actually contains a wealth 
of information that may lead to a 
revision of our understanding of the 
role of women in early Christianity. It 
may also provide us with a better handle for tackling 
Pauline texts that appear on the surface to limit 
women’s participation in ministry (e.g. 1 Cor 14:34-
35; 1 Tim 2:11-15).

A quick conclusion may be drawn from the NIV text: 
Junia is female (being a Latin name) and an apostle. 
However, she is not any apostle but an outstanding 
one among this special group of Christian ministers. 
John Chrysostom, an important Christian leader and 
teacher of the 4th century, captured her significance 

T eloquently in one of his sermons: ‘To be an apostle 
is something great. But to be outstanding among the 
apostles—just think what a wonderful song of praise 
that is!’ (Homilies on the Epistle to the Romans 31).

We may say more than what the eloquent quote offers 
because Paul tells us that Andronicus and Junia were 
in Christ before him. Paul’s conversion may be dated 

to the early 30s. Junia would have 
been converted before that but can 
we pinpoint this more precisely? If 
we follow the criterion of a personal 
encounter with the resurrected Jesus 
for membership in the special group 
of apostles – something which Paul 
also follows (1 Cor 9:1; 15:3-11; 
Gal 1:15-17) – this will take us to a 
time not later than Jesus’ ascension, 
i.e. before Pentecost of Acts 2. What 
this means is that there was already a 
female apostle at the earliest stage of 
the Christian church. Would she be 
the only female to be so regarded? We 

do not have firm answers because of patchy evidence 
but, if there was one, the possibility of another 
cannot be foreclosed.

We must then draw the conclusion that there was 
no gender bar to apostleship. A new window to 
understanding ministry in early Christianity is 
therefore open. Following many Pauline descriptions 
of what the special attributes of the apostolic 
ministry are (1 Cor 12:28; 2 Cor 12:2; Eph 2:20; 3:5; 
4:11), women may then be seen as being involved in 

words, especially the preposition, to arrive at ‘by 
the apostles’ or ‘to the apostles’ and Junia may be 
excluded from the apostolic circle; and

(iii) If all the above smacks of dubious scholarship, 
translate the Greek apostolos as 'messenger' and not 
‘apostle’ (but resist cross-checking with other Pauline 
usage because there is damaging evidence and don’t 
translate all instances of the word as 'messenger', 
lest the apostolic office loses its meaning).  

All three forms of tampering have been tried. The 
first has a long history, dating all the way back to 
the medieval period (but not the early period of 
church history!) and, sadly, picking up pace in the 
20th century. Here, we may place the first edition of 
the NIV (1973), which reads ‘Junias’, a male name. 
However, kudos should be given to the translation 
committee of the current NIV (2011) for the 
rightful change, as scholarly recantation can be a 
very humbling affair. The second and third forms 
of tampering are late 20th century creations. They 
came about when it was realised that the name must 
be read as feminine. There is a moral in the whole 
tale but I shall leave it to the reader to derive it for 
himself or herself.

An article for TTC Trumpet does not afford us 
space for details to skewer skewed scholarship. 
Suffice it to state that the vast majority of scholars, 
of every creed and colour, do not support the 
skewed scholarship mentioned earlier. What is more 
important, however, is to take time to sip Scriptural 
soup slowly and savour the salubrious significance. 
‘Truth, crushed to the earth, shall rise again’, as the 
poet Lord Byron reminds us. We will also perceive 
that God is wonderful, for he enabled a Christian 
woman to be recognised as outstanding among the 
apostles, against the odds, and thus helps us break 
free from gender bias, whether this be sponsored by 
society or otherwise.v

Dr Tan Kim Huat
Chen Su Lan Professor of
New Testament

founding, teaching and building churches. Certainly, 
these aspects of the ministry were dominated by 
males in the early church. However, Junia broke this 
dominance. This speaks volumes about her standing 
and the early Christians’ amenableness to attitudinal 
changes.

Significantly, Rom 16:7 also informs us that Junia 
was Paul’s fellow-prisoner. This implies that her 
work for the gospel was so ardent and fearless that 
imprisonment soon followed. The fact that she was 
imprisoned also means that she was perceived as a 
serious threat by the authorities. Her being perceived 
as such indicates how outstanding her work was. 
Hence, she was not a passive listener of God’s word 
but was actively proclaiming it and building at least 
one early Christian community, and with very visible 
results, so much so that the authorities thought it 
necessary to take strong punitive action against her.

The NIV translation of Rom 16:7 has not always 
taken the form we have cited. Indeed, the current 
form is the result of a hard-won battle of recognising 
that the person under consideration is really a female 
apostle. Unfortunately, there is still some wavering, 
albeit minor, on the part of the NIV. A footnote 
suggests that the Greek behind ‘outstanding among 
the apostles’ may also be translated as ‘esteemed by 
the apostles’. The main difference lies in the use of 
prepositions. The preposition ‘among’ states in no 
uncertain terms that Junia belonged to the apostolic 
circle, while ‘by’ permits us to regard her as being 
outside that circle. Thankfully, the latter reading is 
treated only as a secondary possibility and not the 
primary text. Even so, we must point out that this 
secondary reading has very poor scholarly support. 
It would never have been contemplated if not for 
some dogmatic presumption that a female apostle 
is a biblical impossibility. Of the prominent English 
versions, only the ESV adopts a reading similar to 
the NIV’s secondary reading.

The story of the hard-won battle, mentioned earlier, 
must now be told, lest we forget and become subjected 
once more to some latent forces in our society. 
Recall that the current NIV text states that Junia is 
outstanding among the apostles. Resistance to the 
idea of a female apostle may result in tampering this 
statement in three ways:

(i) Render the name as Junias (male) instead of 
Junia (female) and the ‘problem’ of a female apostle 
disappears immediately;

(ii) If the gender of the name proves impossible to 
change, try altering the meaning of some Greek 

Junia is not just 
any apostle but an 
outstanding one 

among this special 
group of Christian 

ministers.

Junia the Apostle



uring our time of theological equipping in TTC, many of 
us do not only wear the hats of students, but the hats of 
student leaders as well. This is part of our responsibility as a 
student, and ministerial formation. Theological education is 

challenging enough and to stack on leadership responsibilities makes 
the task seem almost unthinkable. How is it possible to go through 
the readings each week, and still find time to handle leadership 
matters? How do I find time for friends and family? 

Even after stepping down from our one-year office as the Student 
Council President and Vice President, we still have no answer to 
those questions, but we know that with God it is very much possible 
– for “it is not about our feeble grasp on God but His firm hold on 
us”. Therefore, allow us to share some interesting insights as students 
and as servant-leaders in TTC.

Organising Student Leadership

“A seminary is not a university” – A seminary is an institution 
for educating and preparing seminarians to serve in Christian 
ministry, whether as clergy, academics, or lay leaders. Therefore, the 
student leadership in a seminary should not only consist of forming 
management structures for effective communication and co-operation, 
but should also be undergirded by the Word of God and prayer. 

In addition, the goal of the Student Council is to promote 
both learning, and responsible concern for the student community 
regardless of denomination, department, and ethnicity. It is also to 
encourage spontaneous and creative development of each individual 
and the larger community for building up the Body of Christ. In 
some ways, the Student Council shepherds the student body as a 
clergy shepherds the congregation. However, since this is a learning 
institution, every member of the student community should be given 
the opportunity to learn to serve one another.

Keeping these foundations in mind, Vice President, You Xiang,  
and I allocated the Student Council Executive Committee members 
(EXCO) with different portfolios (missions, spiritual formation, 
events, curriculum, training, facilities, etc.) so that each EXCO 
member might be deployed to oversee, mentor, support, and care for 
the respective student leaders in the Student Council. In turn, these 
student leaders could discharge their responsibility with confidence, 
knowing that they are in constant communication and are supported 
by their peers in the EXCO.

Communication channels (WhatsApp groups) were also 
established so that important information might be communicated 
accurately and quickly to the entire student body. There might have 
been better ways to organise the student leadership, but this was what 
we went with and made the best of it.

D Affecting Student Community

“How can we ask that of others which we ourselves do not do?”  
This was a question we constantly asked ourselves. At the installation 
of the Student Council, the student community were exhorted to live 
a Christian life through the knowledge of God and the knowledge of 
self, via the Word of God and prayer. But how do we actualise this in 
the student community? 

If the student community were to undergird its Christian living 
with Scripture and prayer, then the EXCO would first have to live 
it out by being a positive example. Every EXCO meeting would be 
bookended by a time to pause and pray, and the first item on the 
agenda would always be for every member to share one personal 
thanksgiving point. This brief exercise is important. Meetings can be 
discouraging when all we do is to resolve problems. Therefore, it is 
critical to instill an awareness of God’s presence in our lives and that 
of the student community, and as a result, be encouraged.

This posture of attuning ourselves to God’s presence before any 
work would then be brought into subsequent meetings with other 
student leaders. Of course, this practice is left to the discretion of the 
individual student leaders, but nonetheless the EXCO had to take 
the lead.

Formation through Student Community

“A call to Joy and Pain” – It has been a joy and privilege to be in 
a position of student leadership to serve the student community for 
even our Lord Jesus came to serve and not to be served. Being in 
the student leadership also comes with a fair share of frustrations 
and heartaches, especially due to relational and operational issues in 
the student community, further complicated by the social limitations 
brought about by the pandemic. 

Despite that, being in the student leadership also gave us front-row 
seats, allowing us to witness God’s hand at work and how the student 
community rallied together during these challenges to reconcile and 
love one another. Perhaps this is why ministry is often said to entail 
joy and pain.

Conclusion

Leading the student community through the storm of the 
pandemic has been a special experience for many of us. Even as we 
continue to navigate the challenges, we are reminded of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who calmed the storm. However, our focus should not 
be on the miracle but on the person who calmed the storm, because 
“when we look to Jesus, the center of calm, we as student leaders can 
be that beacon of encouragement, to stable the ship wherever we are.” 
Praise the Lord! v

Students as Servant-Leaders

Serving with hands and feet Serving community lunch

Dedicated to serve

By Aldran Wong (MDiv 3)

All photos taken in 2019
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A Piece of TTC in Their Homes –  
TTC Virtual Open House 2021 

rinity Theological College’s first ever virtual open 
house was held on 20 Jan 21. The decision to hold 
a virtual open house was made after a prayerful 
discussion to keep both the prospective and current 

TTC community safe, especially with the cloud of COVID-19 
hanging overhead. 

Participants were warmly welcomed by the Principal, Rev Dr 
Edwin Tay, who set the tone for the morning.  After hearing 
students share their first-hand experiences at TTC, participants 
toured the campus virtually. 

Briefings by Academic Dean, Rev Dr Lim Teck Peng, and 
Assistant Registrar, Ms Lydia Wee cleared doubts and rumours, 
followed by a lively question-and-answer exchange helmed by 
the President and Vice-President of the Student Council took 
place. The icing on the cake that day must have been the online 
sample lecture, especially prepared for the occasion.

The TTC Open House 2021 was certainly an engaging event for the over 50 participants who dialed in from 
around Asia from the comfort of their homes. v

T
By Jonathan Huang, BD1

Top Row (L-R): Caperig Paulo, Chan Keng Aik, Charles Chen, Chen Yen-Chen, Cheong Khai Kin, 
Chessa Lim
Second Row (L-R): Damien Wong, Esther Ng, Huang Lajie, Jabez Fong, Jason Lee Le'En, Joshua Kwok
Third Row (L-R): Jonathan Huang, Joseph Ang, Joel Yong (Vice-President), Low Yee Lin (President), 
Khaw Siew Ping,  Koh Chao Rui
Fourth Row (L-R): Lam Wee Kian, Lim Bi Xiu, Lin Siwei, Lio I Si, Louis Leong, Joshua Loke
Last Row (L-R): Ray Soh, Rebekah Lim, Suto Sakhrie, Wang Zong Zhu, Wennie Dong
Not in Photo : Gloria Zhong, Tham Wen Chen, Gareth Yeo, Zhang Xinyu

he 72nd TTC Student Council was installed in the Chapel on 29 Jan 21, while the TTC Community 
witnessed online and onsite.  Principal, Rev Dr Edwin Tay, reminded the in-coming Council that 
being in positions of influence, they should serve as servants of Christ, not lording over others in the 
community but serving them in humility, faithfulness, and diligence.  He also reminded them that as 

beloved sons and daughters of God, they should serve not out of fear but out of filial love for their heavenly 
Father.v

T

 TTC's Virtual Open House 2021

The TTC Library has in its holdings a significant collection of 
resource materials by Protestant Missionary Societies.  These include 
Letters and Annual Reports that together form a valuable legacy 
documenting missionary encounters in Asia from the 18th to the 
mid-20th centuries. Also included are missionary periodicals. Being 
less restrictive, these publications provide rich insights on the close 
connection between the activities of the missionaries and the broader 
Christian community. They are a succinct but profitable resource for 
research into mission history.     

Among these is The Chinese Repository, a monthly magazine 
published in Canton from 1832 to 1851, detailing mission work in the 
North and South East Asian regions. The library also holds the Saint 
Andrew’s Outlook (1913-1965), Singapore Diocesan Magazine (1910-  
1936), Diocesan Digest (1963 to present), Borneo Chronicle (1909-2013), 
and Methodist Message (1891 to present). These provide rich historical 
accounts of the Presbyterian, Anglican, and Methodist work closer to 
home. v

11

Library Special Archival Collection

Student Council 2021
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By Rev Dr Chiang Ming Shun

The third in a series of articles on former TTC Principals

12

Preach Jesus Christ as Lord 

n 1967, the pastor of North Point 
Methodist Church in Hong Kong, Rev Dr 
Timothy Chow, was preparing to leave for 
Edinburgh University for a year’s study in 

doctrinal theology when he received an irresistible 
invitation from the Board of Governors at Trinity 
Theological College. He prayed 
about it for several days, and then 
got his Bishop’s permission to accept 
what he considered “a meaningful 
challenge with great responsibilities”. 
A year later, on Sat, 14 Sep 68, Dr 
Chow was inducted at St Andrew’s 
Cathedral as the first Asian Principal 
of TTC.

Dr Timothy Chow was born into 
a Christian home in Jiangsu, China, 
in 1913. Work took his father far 
away from home and the young Chow stayed with 
his maternal grandfather, a Confucian doctor whose 
life Chow would later describe as “a synthesis of 
Confucian ethics and Christian doctrine”. Chow’s 
mother was one of China’s remarkable Methodist 
Biblewomen (local Christian women evangelists) 
who urged her son to read the Bible and pray. So, 
the young Chow had a strong Christian grounding.

As a boy, Chow was inspired by his school 
principals. Dr William Burke's conscientious 
leadership as principal of the Fourth Higher 
Primary School made a deep impression on the 
young Chow. Later, Chow’s spiritual life grew 
through the encouragement of Mr Sun Wen Yuan, 
principal of Second Middle School in Shanghai. 

I Mr Sun and his wife were keen Christians who led 
by example, and they encouraged their students to 
attend church services. In time, Chow would live 
up to the examples of these principals.

In 1934, Chow entered Soochow University, the 
first western-style university in China 
founded in Jiangsu in 1900 by the 
Methodists. Due to the civil war, the 
University had to move to Shanghai. 
By the time Chow graduated, China 
was embroiled in another war 
with Japan. Nanking Theological 
Seminary was forced to hold classes 
in Shanghai, so Chow attended those 
classes when he was sponsored by the 
Methodist Church to enter Seminary. 
There, Chow earned two degrees: a 
Masters in Religious Education, and 

a Bachelor of Divinity. His BD thesis supervisor 
was Dr C. Stanley Smith, later himself to become a 

students a story 
of a Shanghai 
church where a 
prominent pastor 
had laboured for 
nine years. When 
the Bishop wanted 
to send this pastor 
to another church, 
the congregation, 
without informing 
their pastor, sent 
representatives to 
the Bishop to say, 
“If you send our 
minister to Soochow, we will not come to church 
again.”

When the minister learned of this, he called a 
meeting of the church to say he heard what they 
had done. But he lamented, “This does not mean 
that you think highly of me. It indicates my failure. 
In these nine years, instead of preaching our Lord 
Jesus Christ, I must have been preaching myself.”

Dr Chow therefore aimed to train students to 
be good ministers who preached Jesus only. He 
thought it a “human weakness” and a “common 
mistake committed by many preachers – to preach 
themselves instead of Jesus Christ as Lord”. Dr 
Chow said that preachers should be loved by their 
congregations, but they must always be careful not 
to preach themselves. This is a timeless lesson from 
2 Cor 4:5 all TTC students and alumni should 
remember: preach not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord. 

Dr Chow was only principal for 3 years but ever 
the humble and hardworking disciple, he continued 
as a member of the faculty until he retired in 1982. 
He returned home to China, where he passed away 
in Shanghai on 27 May 2006 at the age of 93.

Well done, good and faithful servant! v

[This series on former principals was possible only 
through the research of Dr Michael Mukunthan, 
the TTC Librarian.]

Rev Dr Timothy Chow

Principal of TTC.

When Chow completed seminary in 1941, he 
served as a pastor in churches and hospitals. He 
married Ting Wan Chen, a teacher. Then Chow 
had a chance to study at Boston University and 
he graduated with a ThD in 1952. He stayed on 
in America for two years, serving in Centenary 
Methodist Church in Quincey, Florida, before 
moving to Hong Kong to take charge of North 
Point Methodist Church, where he was also a 
Methodist superintendent. Dr Chow therefore had 
wide and varied ministry experience before coming 
to Singapore.

When he was appointed Principal, Dr Chow 
was asked what his hope for TTC was. He said he 
had four:

The first was to cultivate the spiritual life. He 
hoped that TTC students would learn how to pray 
and grow spiritually, and that TTC would become a 
House of Prayer.

Secondly, Dr Chow hoped to develop mature 
personalities. He believed that students with strong 
personalities would be able to resist evil influences 
and temptations, and to weather difficulties in life.

Thirdly, Dr Chow hoped to raise academic 
standards. He said, “…there are different 
disciplines: N.T., O.T., Systematic Theology, 
Practical Theology, Church History…etc. Each 
discipline should not be isolated from the others. 
All disciplines should be integrated into an organic 
whole.” He wanted both the Practical and the 
Academic to be well-integrated at TTC.

Fourthly, Dr Chow hoped to train good 
ministers. He thought students should learn “not 
just to orate but to preach a good sermon; they 
should learn how to do visitation – not just to 
visit, but to bring joy and peace to individual 
and family.” He thought students should learn 
counseling, Christian education principles and 
teaching methods. But Dr Chow said the one 
thing that had most significance was “to know how 
to mobilise the whole congregation – the whole 
people of God – to bear Christian witness and to 
engage in the total task of the church”. Dr Chow 
believed that a pastor’s job was not to try to get the 
help of the congregation to finish the pastor’s work, 
but to help the whole congregation to engage in 
the task of the whole church.

But in addition, Dr Chow wanted to train 
students to love and preach Jesus only. He told his 

Preachers should 
be loved by their 

congregations, but 
they must always 
be careful not to 

preach themselves.

Rev Dr Chiang Ming Shun

Associate Dean  
Lecturer in Church HistoryRev Dr Timothy Chow with students at Mt Sophia campus
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Condolences to...

The family of the late Lilyc Lee Bee Jin (TTC 1958) and 
her late husband, Lau Kuok-Ding (LTh 1955) who were 
called home to be with the Lord on 4 Dec 2020 and 9 
Dec 2020 respectively. 

The family of the late Rev Dr Gam Seng Shae,  who was 
called home to be with the Lord on 2 Jan 2021. He was a 
former lecturer at TTC (1976-78 and 1980-83).

Esther Ng (BD2), on the passing of her beloved father, 
the late Mr Ng Geok Yian, on 26 Jan 2021.

Willy Lau (MDiv 2004), on the passing of his beloved 
father, the late Mr Lau Chin Teck, on 15 Feb 2021.

Yeo Lay Suan (MDiv 1994, MTh 2010), and her 
husband, Tan Boon Teck (BTh 1997), on the passing of 
her beloved father, the late Mr Yeo Sei Cheng, on 27 
Feb 2021.

Philip Huan (MDiv 1996),  and his wife, Jenni Ho 
(MDiv 1994,  MTh 2001), on the passing of his beloved 
mother, the late Mrs Margareta Huan, on 9 Mar 2021.

Christabel Wong (BD 1997), on the passing of her 
beloved mother, the late Mdm Lee Swee Ai, on 11 Mar 
2021.

Arulanandam Samuel Subendran (MMin 2016), on 
the passing of his brother, the late Rev A. Kingsley 
Surendran, who was called home to be with the Lord on 
13 Mar 2021. 

 THOS Conversation 2021 was held as a webinar 
on 20 Mar 2021. Four panelists were invited 
to present various viewpoints on “Religion and 
Politics in Singapore” and to engage participants in 

conversation.

Dr Mark Chan, Earnest Lau Professor of Systematic Theology 
at TTC, set the stage by outlining key historical, biblical and 
theological perspectives on Christianity and politics. He called 
for Christian engagement in politics that is cruciform, civil 
and seeks the common good.

Situating the discussion in the local historical context, Rev Dr Chiang Ming Shun, Associate Dean and Lecturer in 
Church History at TTC, gave his take on Church-State relations in early Singapore and traced the events leading to 
the passing of the Maintenance of Religious Harmony Act (MRHA) in 1992.

The MRHA received further treatment from Singapore Management University’s Associate Professor of Law,  Prof 
Eugene Tan. He explained the MRHA’s regulatory role in promoting secularity and safeguarding religious harmony 
in Singapore.

Rounding up the Conversation was the final Q&A session, when the 246 participants got to interact with Guest 
of Honour, Mr K. Shanmugam, Minister for Home Affairs and Minister for Law. The Minister reiterated the 
Government’s secular approach to policy making, fairness in engaging different religious groups and commitment to 
restricting hate speech. v

E

ETHOS Conversation 2021: 
Religion and Politics in Singapore

By Dr Yee Chin Hong, Lecturer in Old Testament

Forum on Fraternity and
Social Friendship

TRINITY NEWS  

The following alumni on their collation as 
Honorary Canons with the (Anglican) Diocese of 
Singapore on 21 Mar 2021:

Rev Chua Siang Guan (MDiv 2008)
Rev Huang Ao-You (MTh 2006)
Rev Barry Leong (BD 1994)
Rev Daniel Wee (BD 1995)

Rev Dr Robinson Butarbutar (DTh 1999) for being elected 
as the new Bishop (2020-2024) of Huria Kristen Batak 
Protestan (Batak Christian Protestant Church, Indonesia) 
on 11 Dec 2020.
Rev Dr Victor Tinambunan (DTh 2013) for being elected as 
the General Secretary (2020-2024) of Huria Kristen Batak 
Protestan (Batak Christian Protestant Church, Indonesia) 
on 12 Dec 2020.

Jacob Lim (BD 2017) and Charmaine Tang (MDiv 
2017), on the birth of their first child, Eliza Althea Lim, 
on 28 Dec 2020.
Abigail Sharon Ravi (BD 2020) and Lorin Benjamin 
who were joined in holy matrimony on 27 Jan 2021.

Congratulations to...

r Roland Chia was invited to offer a Protestant reading of Pope Francis’ 
Encyclical, On Fraternity and Social Friendship, at a Forum organised by 
the Archdiocesan Catholic Council for Ecumenical Dialogue (ACCED) 
on 28 Feb 2021. This Forum is part of the Roman Catholic Church’s year-

long celebration of the 200th anniversary of its presence in Singapore.

In his presentation, Dr Chia discussed several themes in the pope’s encyclical such 
as his diagnosis of the present culture, his treatment of populism, and the universal 
destination of created goods. 

Monsignor John-Paul Tan, OFM, Vicar General and Director of Ecumenical Relations 
started the Forum with an opening prayer and a welcome speech. Friar Derrick Yap, 
OFM gave a presentation on the spiritual background of Fratelli Tutti. Reverend 
Avelino Gonzalez-Ferrer, the staff member of the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity in Rome was present at the Forum and participated in the discussion.

After the keynote talks, the 78 participants from Catholic and Protestant churches discussed the various themes of 
the encyclical in breakout groups and engaged with the speakers in the final segment of the three-hour programme.v

D We Invite You to Support the Ministry 
of Trinity Theological College

To view the Chinese edition of 
Trumpet, please visit our website  

www.ttc.edu.sg

Here are some ways you may contribute to our ministry: 
By Cheque to ‘Trinity Theological College’ 
By Bank or ATM transfer to our DBS current account 033-017261-3 
By <PayNow> to UEN No. T01CC1488C 
By Way of Bequests to TTC. We shall be pleased to discuss this plan 
with you. You may email the principal@ttc.edu.sg or call 6767 6677 

Your support will enable our college to :
keep tuition fees affordable during the current pandemic
be equipped with a competent and dedicated faculty
offer financial subsidies to less fortunate students
house an outstanding theological library in the region

Justin Chan (MDiv 2019) and his wife, Christine Ong,  
on the birth of their daughter, Claire Chan, on 11 Mar 
2021.
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TTC is pleased to offer a series of onsite and online lectures 
for the Christian public for the second half of 2021. Explore 
thoughtfully-created content onsite, with the benefit of face-to-
face interaction, or online conveniently from the comfort of your 
home.   

EQUIP Modules : July to August 2021

Visit www.ttc.edu.sg for more details

Shared Leadership in the 
Missional Church

Rev Bernard Chao 
(Instructor)

Dates : 12 Jul  — 30 Aug
Every Monday

All Modules are Conducted from 7.30pm - 9.30pm

Christian Doctrine

Cultural Anthropology  Christ-centred Preaching 
in the 21st Century

Rev Dr Simon Chan 
(Instructor)

Dates : 13 Jul  — 31 Aug
Every Tuesday

Rev Dr Andrew Peh 
(Instructor)

Dates : 14 Jul  — 25 Aug
Every Wednesday

Rev Dr Chris Chia 
(Instructor)

Dates : 15 Jul  — 26 Aug
Every Thursday

TTC MPH, Level 1

TTC MPH, Level 1

To be Confirmed

To be ConfirmedVenue : Venue :

Venue : Venue :


